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Conditions preceding count day (12/15/2012): seasonally mild weather overall, with three freezes of shallow ponds (to 25 degrees F) in preceding week. No snow yet. Summer was very dry.

Weather on count day: a southern front brought 0.22 inches of rain from sunrise to 9:30 am, making early morning birding unproductive. We had to wait it out. Little rain after 10 am. Wind speeds were rather high at airport (15-20 mph), but not bad at ground level with sheltering vegetation.

We had several regional and local rarities. Red Crossbill (second record ever) is the signature of a winter finch invasion year, along with good counts of Pine Siskins and Red-breasted Nuthatches. Harris's Sparrow is our second record, in a weedy river-bottom area like 6 years ago. The Vesper Sparrow (first record since 1992) was in a modest patch of grassland at Duke Energy plant.

Lingering waterbirds at JI Case Wetland included 1 Great Egret (first record), 2 Blue-winged Teal, 6 Least Sandpiper, and 1 Wilson's Snipe as well as 19 Killdeer. These had all been present for a week or more, staying through a period when the wetlands froze over half of its surface.

Among waterfowl, we had only one goose species and no swans, mostly dabbling ducks (missing a few semi-regular ones) rather than divers (Ring-necked, Scaup). Shovelers and Hooded Mergansers were common. The best waterfowl spots were Hulman Street ponds, JI Case Wetland, Duke Energy, and Sandford Road pond. The lake at Springhill-Davis roads was frustrating, with hundreds of ducks pouring in at nightfall, too late for identification. Two adjacent busy roads make duck wariness understandable.

Horned Grebe is becoming almost regular on big lakes (3 years in a row), and Eurasian Collared-Dove (second year) seems established in the Graham Grain neighborhood.

Blackbirds were abundant in southeast quadrant near Riley and Honey Creek, which is often the case. Over 2000 Red-winged Blackbirds, 3000 Grackles, 5000 starlings were seen at evening, along with some cowbirds and 35 Rusty Blackbirds, a species we often miss.

Fruit-dependent Cedar Waxwings (394) and American Robins (888) were numerous.

Among raptors, we had 10 Bald Eagles, and the usual Peregrine Falcon at ISU. One Harrier was an all-time low that we attribute to rainy damp weather. Cooper's, Red-shouldered, Red-tailed hawks and Kestrels were fairly common. The Short-eared Owl was in its usual spot, Hulman Airfield.

The best conifer area, St Mary of the Woods College, was watched for winter finches, and yielded two Red Crossbills, siskins, and red-breasted nuthatches.

We reached 40 participants for the second time. The usual number is in the mid-thirties. Our count could comfortably expand to 50 observers.

The total of 83 species is near the ten-year average of 85. Three times in last ten years we reached 90 or 91. This year we did well on really rare species and got almost all normal ones, and not so well on species seen on 4 to 7 of the previous 10 counts. Lack of frozen water meant waterfowl were not concentrated. The weather made it harder to work for uncommon passerines such as ruby-crowned kinglet, brown thrasher, savannah sparrow.

Regarding Galliformes: Wild Turkeys have seemed scarce (dry summer may have hurt production), but 27 were seen in three areas.  Bobwhite quail continue to be so scarce that it takes luck to run into a winter covey, or else you have to know where one is and be there for sunrise covey calls. Most quail in Vigo County now occur south and east of the count circle.

For the 3rd year, our American Crow count was under 20,000 (15,000 this year). For 13 previous years it ranged from 20,000 to 66,000. Crow dispersion work in last 3 winters may have convinced many to move to Bloomington, where we hear numbers are building. Almost no crows roosted in the old core downtown area.
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