Wabash Valley Audubon Society (WVAS)
Board Meeting Minutes for September 7th, 2011
Meeting called to order at 6:49pm
Attendees were Phil and Brenda Milliren, Phil Cox, Joe Dickson, Carissa Lovett, Ellen Lunsford, Helen Vermillion, Nick Brown, Stephanie Taylor, and Marty Jones.
Phil Cox stated that we needed to change May minutes, line 8, to US Fish & Wildlife Service. Phil Milliren makes motion and Phil Cox seconds the motion.
Phil Milliren gave the Treasurer’s report. The bank statement shows our current balance as $4,974.12 in checking, $465.94 in the memorial fund, $5,000.00 in CD’s, and $60.00 cash. This does include expenses amended for the annual banquet.
September picnic is where we will approve the budget.
Brenda Milliren makes motion to pay Phil Cox for the cost of the birdseed from Scott’s. Stephanie Taylor seconds the motion. All in favor.
Marty Jones gave an explanation of why we had to order a new debit card. The new debit card stays with the Treasurer. The debit card is to be used to pay monthly website.
Marty Jones stated that a banner with our logo was purchased along with some new brochures. Marty also said we needed to order an additional 200 brochures due for upcoming events.
Phil Milliren request that we obtain email addresses of all board members.  Marty will send these to Phil M.
Phil Cox gave the conservation & education status. He spoke about the Newport Prairie field trip held on August 12th and discussed a potential upcoming agreement on a property transfer from the Army to the Reuse Authority.
Ouabache Land Conservancy is trying to get a conservation easement on Forest Park by Mill Dam, which is owned by the Hulman family and leased by First Financial Bank of Terre Haute. 
Marty Jones suggests that the picnic on September 21 be held at Forest Park. Marty will check with the caretaker for shelter availability.
Brenda Milliren has volunteered to be the Membership Chair. Brenda stated we have 297 WVAS members and 7 chapter members. Brenda will also do the mailings of the NNN’s. So far there are 29 requests for the NNN’s to be mailed.
Marty Jones to add emails to membership list and will try to get remaining addresses by dividing up the list of members and have board members call requesting email addresses.
Sold $75.00 of bird food & feeders at the Farmer’s Market and $40.00 at the Bat Festival. 

Some future WVAS projects:
· Stephanie Krull, ISU, asked us to assist with creating a bird garden at the University. 
· Carissa Lovette mentioned that Dobbs Park has an amphitheater & would like to get some landscaping around this area. Carissa said that the actual name of Dobbs Park is John G. Dobbs Memorial Grove. She would also like to have a few pairs of binoculars at Dobbs for observation.
· WVAS is working on a bird and plant id list for Froede Woods off of Hunt Rd with the help of Sycamore Trails.
· A display at The Children’s Museum.
· 2013 Year of the River Art Spaces. Nick Brown attended this meeting.
· Survey from WVAS members on what they expect from our society.
· Lighting at Dobbs Park.
Some fundraisers we will do are birdseed sales, native plant sales, shirts with WVAS logo, 
Marty Jones will explore possibility of applying for the National Audubon Collaboration Funding Grant to get money for lighting at Dobbs Park.
Updated activities are on the WVAS website.
Marty Jones to make step-by-step procedures of how to maintain our website. Need to cross-train others.
Phil Cox makes motion that WVAS makes a donation of $100.00 to the Indiana Wildlife Federation (IWF). By giving this donation, WVAS receives 5 free memberships to the IWF. Helen Vermillion seconds the motion. All in favor.
There will be a field trip on November 5th to Indiana Dunes State Park, Lake Michigan. Also there is a field trip planned to see the prairie chickens in Illinois in April of 2012. There are 10 seats in the viewing blind.
Joe Dickson makes a motion to reserve the Saratoga restaurant for our April 18th annual banquet. Stephanie Taylor seconds the motion. All in favor. Helen Vermillion offers to call for reservation




